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 NAME 
HISTORIC Fort Jackson 

AND/OR COMMON 

Fort Jackson 

 LOCATION 
2.5 miles southeast  of Triumph on La. 23, on t h e  west bank of 

STREET & NUMBER M i s s i s s i p p i  R iver  
-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Triumph 2 VICINITY OF 1st 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

Louisiana 22 Plaquemines 075 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

-DISTRICT ~ U B L I C  -0CCU PIED 

-XBUILDING(S) -PRIVATE XUNOCCUPIED 
-STR U CTU RE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS X-YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

NAME Plaquemines Par ish  Commission Council 
-- 

STREET & NUMBER 

Route 39 e a s t  bank of Mississippi  River 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Pointe a l a  Hack ,  VICINITY OF Louisiana 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. Plaquemine Par ish  Courthouse 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 
-- 

Pointe a l a  Hache Louisiana 

REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

-FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

LORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Fort  Jackson i s  loca ted  about t h i r t y  miles  from t h e  Gulf of Mexico. The 
foundations o f  t h e  f o r t  were made of  t h r e e  l aye r s  of  cypress logs,  topped 
by cypress planks which were dsed as  a l eve l ing  device. This  was made 
a i r t i g h t  by being submerged i n  water.  A desc r ip t ion  by J. G. Barnard from 
1862 descr ibes  t h e  f o r t  a s  it ex i s t ed  a t  t h e  beginning o f  t h e  C i v i l  War: 

Fort  Jackson is a bast ioned pentagon, with f r o n t s  o f  about 
110 yards. 

I t  is b u i l t  o f  b r i c k  and is  i n  good condit ion.  I t s  scarp  
Walls a r e  22 f e e t  high, measured from t h e  o f f s e t  of t h e  
foundation, which i s  p r e t t y  nea r ly  t h e  bottom of t h e  wet d i t c h .  
The work is  surrounded by a wet d i t ch ,  which, a t  t h e  lowest water 
o f  t h e  d i t ches  i s  6 f e e t  deep i n  t h e  middle and about 5 f e e t  a t  
foot  of scarp  wall .  (There i s  no counterscarp wall ,  t h e  wet d i t c h  
being reve t t ed  wi th  timber j u s t  up t o  t h e  edge o f  t h e  water,  from 
where t h e  e a r t h  s lopes  l e s s  than  45 degrees.) Thus t h e  top  of t h e  
sca rp  i s  16 f e e t  above t h e  su r face  of  water  i n  d i t c h  a t  low water,  
and 14 f e e t  8 inches a t  high water.  The d i t ches  a r e  f lanked by a 
24-pounder howitzer i n  casemate i n  each o f  t h e  10 f lanks.  

Owing t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  parapets  a r e  no t  c a r r i e d  around 
t h e  f lanks  and faces  of  t h e  bas t ions  ( f o r  f e a r  they  would not  s u s t a i n  
t h e  weight),  t h e r e  i s  not  much room f o r  musketry f i r e  on t h e  f l anks .  
The faces  of t h e  bas t ions  may be l i n e d  with in fan t ry ,  a s  t h e  bas t ions  
a r e  hollowed out ,  leaving t h e  top  o f  t h e  scarp  t o  serve  as  a parapet .  
Extending 450 o r  500 yards below Fort  Jackson i s  an o ld  levee 
(made a t  t h e  time of t h e  commencement of t h e  work), having a r e t u r n  o r  
elbow running back t o  t h e  swamp. This r e t u r n  i s  nea r  400 yards long. 
I t  serves  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  f o r t  from t h e  backwater of  overflow. 
This  levee was repai red ,  I th ink ,  under my d i r e c t i o n s  ... 
The f o r t  levee proper  encloses t h e  works and t h e  grounds, passing 
wi th in  about 100 yards of t h e  northern bas t ion  s a l i e n t ,  150 from 
t h e  two eas t e rn ,  and 300 from t h e  two western bas t ion  s a l i e n t s .  
The backs of  t h e  casemate arches i n t e r f e r e  very much wi th  t h i s  arrangement 
along t h e  f lanks .  

The two cur t a ins  bear ing  on t h e  r i v e r  a r e  casemated f o r  8 guns 
each. A s  t h e  t r a v e r s e  of  a casemate gun i s  bu t  60 degrees, it follows 
t h e r e  is a s e c t o r  o f  12 degrees i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  water bas t ion  
which i s  not  touched by casemate f i r e .  

The parapets  of t h e  two water f r o n t s  a r e  arranged t o  rece ive  
22 channel-bearing guns. The parapets  o f  t h e  o the r  f r o n t s  rece ive  
16 more b a r b e t t e  guns, a po r t ion  of which bea r  i n d i r e c t l y  upon t h e  



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE --  CHECK A N D  JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTOPIC -ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION . 
-1 400- 1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE. 

-1 500- 1599 A G R I C U L T U R E  --ECONOMICS ,LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

- 1 600- 1 699 ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION XMI LITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-1 700- 1799 -ART -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

X1800- 1899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-1 goo- -COMMUNICATIONS -I NDUSTRY - P ~ L I T ~ C ~ ~ G O V E R N M E N T  -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

-INVENTION 

SPECIFICDATES 1822 1862 BUI LDER/ARCH ITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Fort  Jackson, about t h i r t y  miles  from t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Miss iss ippi  River 
was b u i l t  i n  1822 t o  provide f u r t h e r  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  New Orleans and t h e  
Miss i s s ipp i  River a f t e r  Andrew Jackson, f o r  whom t h e  f o r t  i s  named, s t rong ly  
emphasized this need. The f o r t  saw l i t t l e  a c t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  C i v i l  War, when 
along wi th  Fort  S t .  P h i l i p  on t h e  oppos i te  bank, it formed p a r t  o f  t h e  most 
important l i n k  i n  t h e  Confederate defense of New Orleans. When both f e l l  
a f t e r  a s i x  day b a t t l e  ending Apr i l  24, 1862, t h e  c i t y  was e a s i l y  taken by 
Union forces ,  depriving t h e  Confederacy of an important p o r t  and opening up 
t h e  r i v e r  f o r  Union f o r c e s  from Memphis t o  t h e  Gulf o f  Mexico. 

HISTORY 

Because of t h e  cons tant  t h r e a t  o f  Spain, it was f e l t  t h a t  s t ronge r  
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  were needed t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  lower Miss i s s ipp i  River d e l t a .  
General Andrew Jackson, f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  a r e a  because of h i s  campaign i n  
t h e  War of  1812, s t r o n g l y  emphasized t h e  need f o r  another  f o r t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
r i v e r  from a t t ack .  I t  was l a r g e l y  because o f  t h e s e  recommendations t h a t  
t h e  United S t a t e s  Government began t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of  Fort  Jackson i n  1822. 

Fort  Jackson was not  t h e  first f o r t i f i c a t i o n  t o  be constructed on t h e  
west bank of t h e  r i v e r .  Earthen and timber b r e a s t  works dated back t o  t h e  
middle 1700's. La ter  i n  1792, Baron de Carondelet,  Spanish governor of 
Louisiana, cons t ruc ted  Fort  S t .  P h i l i p ,  on t h e  e a s t  bank. This eventua l ly  
became t h e  cornerstone from which Fort  Jackson evolved. 

Construct ion o f  Fort  Jackson began i n  1822 and was completed i n  1832. I t  
was then garr isoned by a small  fo rce  u n t i l  1842, when it was dec lared  a 
m i l i t a r y  r e se rva t ion  by executive o rde r  o f  Pres ident  Tyler .  Both f o r t s  were 
prepared f o r  t h e  Mexican-American War but  t hese  defenses were no t  needed. 
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .-6- 
UTM REFERENCES 

A l l  ,6 1 1216111 13 1214t917151nJ ~ I l , 6 ]  121611181510J 1312I5~01110tQJ 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

1 6 1216, 13 ,014 14 , 9 h  5, O] 1 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beginning a t  Point  BM Omega, proceed 1500 f e e t  i n  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  t o  
Point  B; thence sou theas te r ly  1584 f e e t  t o  Point C, thence wester ly  
1742 f e e t  t o  Point  D ,  thence northwesterly 1100 f e e t  t o  Point  A, thence 
nor theas te r ly  t o  t h e  poin t  o f  o r i g i n .  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

 FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

P a t r i c i a  Heintzelman, Arch i t ec tu ra l  His tor ian ,  Landmark Review Proi e c t  
- - 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  Survey 5/21/75 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

1100 L S t r e e t  NW. 707-573-5464 . 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Washington D ,  C .  

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that has been evaluated akcor-o the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 



Form No 10-300a 
(Rev  10-74) 

U N I T t D  S T A 7 I t S  DLPAKI hlt biT Of. I 'HL 1h 1 k:KIOK 
err) 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

RECEIVED 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES I 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED 

CONTl NUATION S H E E T  1 ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 2 

channel.  

The t h r e e  land f r o n t s  of t h e  work a r e  covered by a g l a c i s  coupe 
wi th  a cover t  way, having p laces  of arms i n  f r o n t  of t h e  cu r t a ins .  
The two te rminat ing  branches of t h i s  cover t  way look upon t h e  channel,  
and a r e  arranged f o r  8 o r  9 guns i n  each. 

The branches of t h e  cover t  way of t h e  west f r o n t  bear  we l l  upon t h e  
channel above t h e  f o r t ,  and a r e  arranged t o  r ece ive  31 guns. 

To inc rease  t h e  f i r e  down t h e  (blank) and i n  passing,  an e x t e r n a l  
b a t t e r y  has  been cons t ruc ted ,  communicating with t h e  cover t  way of 
e a s t  f r o n t .  The earthwork had been e n t i r e l y  completed, parapets  formed, 
e t c . ,  bu t  a t  t h e  time i t  went i n t o  r e b e l  possession i t  is  bel ieved 
t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h e  breast-height  wa l l s  were b u i l t  nor t h e  gun platforms 
l a i d .  It had capaci ty  t o  r ece ive  25 guns. 

The glacis-coupe i s  surrounded by a wide wet d i t c h .  This d i t c h  has 
bu t  l i t t l e  over 3 f e e t  i n  i t  a t  low (d i t ch )  water ,  and i t s  bottom i s  
f i r m  enought t o  bear  t h e  weight of a man without s inking  very much. 
Nevertheless  i t  adds very  g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  work aga ins t  
a s s a u l t .  

The s a l i e n t  of t h e  no r th  bas t ion  i s  about 140 yards from t h e  r i v e r  
bank, and, say ,  110 yards from t h e  levee ,  and t h e  r i v e r  i s  about 
700 yards wide. 

I n  t h e  cen te r  of For t  Jackson i s  a defens ive  barrack of decagonal 
shape. It i s  intended t o  be made bombproof by covering t h e  l -foot-  
square t imbers  of t h e  c e i l i n g  wi th  ea r th .  Probably t h e  r e b e l  ga r r i son  
have done t h i s .  This bu i ld ing  w i l l  accommodate 400 o r  500 men. A s  
t h e r e  i s  bes ide ,  a g r e a t  d e a l  of bombproof s h e l t e r  i n  t h e  casemates and 
g a l l e r i e s ,  t h e  ga r r i son  i s  we l l  s h e l t e r e d  from a bombbardment. 

For t  Jackson was badly damaged by t h e  heavy bombardment during t h e  a t t a c k ,  
t h e  levees  were broken and water flooded t h e  casements. The drawbridge 
and a l l  causeways leading  from t h e  f o r t  were destroyed and t h e  wa l l s  were 
cracked and broken i n  many p laces .  Af ter  t h e  C i v i l  War, r e p a i r s  were made 
t o  make t h e  a r e a  useable  a s  a pr i son .  During t h e  Spanish American War two 
l a r g e  modern c o a s t a l  guns were i n s t a l l e d  and t h e  a r e a  was used a s  a minor 
t r a i n i n g  base i n  t h e  F i r s t  World War. Af ter  t h e  war t h e  s i t e  was so ld  t o  
p r i v a t e  owners, and t h e  swamp gradual ly  reclaimed t h e  a rea .  

I n  1961 the  Plaquemines Pa r i sh  Commission Council, began t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  
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program of t h e  abandoned f o r t  and i t s  82 a c r e  r e se rva t ion .  The f o r t  a r ea  
had become a jungle  wi th  mud-filled tunnels  i n f e s t e d  wi th  snakes and 
flooded wi th  water.  A pro tec t ion  levee  was b u i l t  t o  r i n g  t h e  f o r t  and 
p r o t e c t  is  aga ins t  high water of t h e  r i v e r ,  then an automatic pumping 
s t a t i o n  was i n s t a l l e d  which drained t h e  water.  The mud and dense growth 
was removed, t h e  a r e a  c l ea red  and an access  road was b u i l t  t o  t h e  f o r t ,  a s  we l l  
a s  a  parking a rea .  This was followed by t h e  r e p a i r i n g  and replac ing  of b r i c k  
wa l l s  and t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of guns and gun placements, replanking br idges  and 
walkways and t h e  opening of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f o r t  moats and d ra ins .  

To complete t h e  t ransformation of t h e  a r e a  i n t o  a  h i s t o r i c  and 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  park,  i d e n t i f y i n g  markers were placed throughout t h e  
f o r t  and an exh ib i t ion  of r e t r i e v e d  ob jec t s  has been e s t ab l i shed .  A 
program has begun us ing  e l e c t r o n i c  equipment t o  recover  more of t h e  war 
r e l i c s  w i th in  t h e  f o r t  boundaries.  Included i n  t h e  renovat ion were two 
mult icolored founta ins  on t h e  t u r r e t  i n  t h e  Spanish American disappearing 
gun placements, and wrought i r o n  p i cke t  guards placed on t h e  top of t h e  
w a l l  of t h e  f o r t .  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION FIRST PARAGRAPH 

Although the area has been changed by the continual need to build and 
repair levees, the configuration of these levees today serves to protect any 
archeological and historical information which lies in the immediate fort 
area. The aerial photograph from 1935, prior to the restoration, indicates 
the outer wall line of the fort as drawn after the battle (sketch map A.) 
In the 1974 aerial photograph it can be seen how reservoir construction has 
disrupted this to the east, and landscaping has obliterated it to the west. 
However, remains may still be present for further investigation and the 
area is therefore included in the landmark boundary. 


